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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the original filing of October 15, 2003. Claims 1-19 are 
pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1,2, 4-6, 8-13, 15, 16, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Shiota et al. (US 6,337,712). 

Claim 1 : Shiota discloses a system for storing and utilizing picture image data recorded 
by a digital camera, comprising: 

a. storage medium reader that reads a digital image stored on a storage medium 
(column 2, lines 33-40); 

b. controller that processes and transfers the read digital image for display on a 
display screen of the stand alone monitor (column 2, lines 10-28); 
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c. user interface operable to enable issuing a command to the controller to 
control the reading and display of the digital image on the display screen (column 2, 
lines 10-28); 

Claim 2: Shiota discloses a system for storing and utilizing picture image data recorded 
by a digital camera as in Claim 1 above, further comprising: 

a. digital image is read by the storage medium reader and transferred to an 
image buffer of the stand alone monitor for storage and for display on the display screen 
(column 2, lines 33-40). 

Claim 4: Shiota 'discloses a system for storing and utilizing picture image data recorded" 
by a digital camera as in Claim 1 above, further comprising: 

a. the controller processes the read digital image into a format that is compatible 
with the signal input of the display (column 2, lines 33-40). 

Claim 5: Shiota discloses a system for storing and utilizing picture image data recorded 
by a digital camera as in Claim 1 above, further comprising: 

a. the user interface enables the user to manipulate at least the image displayed 
or the data stored on the storage medium (column 3, lines 42-48). 



Claim 6: Shiota discloses a system for storing and utilizing picture image data recorded 
by a digital camera as in Claim 1 above, further comprising: 
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a. the user interface enables the user to perform at least one of the following 
manipulations of the image: deleting or protecting the data stored on the storage 
medium, or sequencing the display of multiple images, or resizing the image, or rotating 
the image, or mirroring the image, or displaying textual information about the image, or 
displaying a thumbnail view of the image (column 2, lines 33-63). 

Claim 8: Shiota discloses a system for storing and utilizing picture image data recorded 
by a digital camera as in Claim 1 above, further comprising: 

a. the display screen for displaying the digital image is selected from the group 
consisting of a cathode-ray tube display (CRT), a digital CRT, a liquid crystal display 
(LCD), a TV, a projection device, and an electroluminescent display (ELD) (column 6, 
lines 38-47). 

Claim 9: Shiota discloses a system for storing and utilizing picture image data recorded 
by a digital camera as in Claim 1 above, further comprising: 

a. the storage medium is selected from the group consisting of smart media, 
compact flash memory, mini-disc, zip disc, memory stick, PCMCIA (Personal Computer 
Memory Card International Association) card, compact disc (CD), recordable CD (CD- 
R), rewritable CD (CD-RW), digital versatile disk (DVD) and HDD (Column 5, lines 10- 
18). 
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Claim 10: Shiota discloses a system for storing and utilizing picture image data 
recorded by a digital camera as in Claim 1 above, further comprising: 

a. the storage medium reader is capable of reading two or more different storage 
media types (column 5, lines 10-18). 

Claim 1 1 : Shiota discloses a system for storing and utilizing picture image data 
recorded by a digital camera, comprising: 

a. wireless communications port that wirelessly communicates with a wireless 
image source via a common method and protocol to receive a digital image transmitted 
by the wireless image source to the interface (column 3, lines 4-9/column 5, lines 19- 
29); * ' ■ • 

b. a controller that processes and transfers the received digital image for display 
on a display screen of the stand alone monitor (column 2, lines 10-28). 

Claim 12: Shiota discloses a system for storing and utilizing picture image data 
recorded by a digital camera as in Claim 1 1 above, further comprising: 

a. a user interface enabling a user to issue a command to the controller to control 
the receipt and display of the digital image on the display screen (column 2, lines 10- 
28). 

Claim 13: Shiota discloses a system for storing and utilizing picture image data 
recorded by a digital camera as in Claim 1 1 above, further comprising: 
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a. the wireless communication port communicates with the wireless image 
source using an infrared IR signal as the common method and protocol (column 3, lines 
4-9). 

Claim 15: Shiota discloses a system for storing and utilizing picture image data 
recorded by a digital camera as in Claim 1 1 above, further comprising: 

a. the wireless image source is selected from the group consisting of a digital 
camera, a scanner, a laptop computer, and a camcorder (column 5, lines 19-29). 

Claim 16: Shiota discloses a system for storing and utilizing picture image data 
recorded by a digital camera as in Claim 1 1 above, further comprising: 

a. a remote control device for wirelessly communicating with the wireless 
communication port to issue a command to the controller for control of receipt and 
display of the digital image on the display screen (column 3, lines 4-1 5). 

Claim 19: Shiota discloses a system for storing and utilizing picture image data 
recorded by a digital camera as in Claim 1 above, further comprising: 

a. storage medium reader that reads a digital image stored on a storage medium 
(column 2, lines 33-40); 

b. wireless communications port that wirelessly communicates with a remote 
control device via a common method and protocol to receive a command transmitted by 
the remote control device to the interface (column 3, lines 4-9/cc)lumn 6, lines 39-47). 
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c. receiver operable to receive the command from the wireless communications 
port (column 3, lines 4-9); 

d. decoder that decodes the command supplied by the receiver (column 3, lines 

4-9); 

e. controller that processes and executes the decoded command, and processes 
and transfers the read digital image for display on a display screen of the stand-alone 
monitor (column 3, lines 4-28). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set , 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 7, 14, 17, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shiota et al. (US 6,337,712). 

Claim 7: Shiota discloses a system for storing and utilizing picture image data recorded 
by a digital camera as in Claim 6 above, but does not explicitly disclose the at least one 
manipulation is performed via on-screen menu selection through the interface. 
However, Shiota does disclose the ability to browse images, search for images, order 
images for print, and output the images in a floppy disc or the like (column 3, lines 10- 
15). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
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time the invention was made that an on-screen menu would be used to select these 
different options. One would have been motivated to perform manipulations via an on- 
screen menu in order to easily navigate through the picture database options. 

Claim 14: Shiota discloses a system for storing and utilizing picture image data 
recorded by a digital camera as in Claim 1 1 above, but does not explicitly disclose the 
wireless communication port communicates with the wireless image source using a 
radio frequency (RF) signal as the common method and protocol. However, Shiota 
does disclose that an infrared receiver and the like may alternately be installed as input 
devices (column 5, lines 19-26). Additionally, the Examiner considers it immaterial as to 
which wireless protocol is used and it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made that a RF signal could be used as the 
common method and protocol. One would have been motivated to use RF signals as 
the common wireless method and protocol to be able to connect with devices that 
output RF signals. 

Claim 17: Shiota discloses a system for storing and utilizing picture image data 
recorded by a digital camera as in Claim 1 1 above, but does not explicitly disclose the 
interface is located in an enclosure separate from the stand-alone monitor and 
communicates with the stand alone monitor to display and manipulate an image via a 
cable. However, Shiota does disclose a cable is used to connect the card reader to the 
image server and the communications channel means includes using wireless methods 
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of data transfer (column 3, lines 3-15/Figure 2). Additionally, the Examiner considers it 
immaterial as to whether the wireless interface is located in an enclosure separate from 
the stand-alone monitor or if the interface is located within the monitor, and it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made that the wireless interface could be enclosed separately. One would have been 
motivated to enclose the wireless interface separately from the monitor so the position 
of the interface can be adjusted without moving the monitor. 

Claim 18: Shiota discloses a system for storing and utilizing picture image data 
recorded by a digital camera as in Claim 17 above, but does not explicitly disclose the 
* interface also communicates with a PC via a sfecond cable, said interface being 
operative to forward a video signal from the PC to the monitor in a PC mode and to 
forward the video signal from the interface to the monitor in an interface mode. 
However, Official Notice is taken that it is old and well known in the computer arts that 
the input of a monitor may be switched between devices. For instance, when using a 
VCR with a television, the input may be switched between the VCR operation, and the 
cable signal alternately forwarded through the VCR. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that 
the video signal could be forwarded from the interface to the monitor. One would have 
been motivated to forward the video signal through the interface in different modes in 
order to reduce the number of ports used by the interface. 



Application/Control Number: 10/687,363 



Art Unit: 2109 



Page 10 



5. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shiota et 
aL (US 6,337,712) further in view of Beetseson et al. (US 5,877,745). 

Claim 3: Shiota discloses a system for storing and utilizing picture image data recorded 
by a digital camera as in Claim 2 above, but does not explicitly disclose the controller or 
the image buffer is also used to perform a task, unrelated to the interface, within the 
stand-alone monitor. Beeteson discloses similar data processing system having a 
wireless communication link for data communication with a peripheral device that further 
discloses a controller performing different tasks in the display device (column 5, lines 1- 
30). Therefore; it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at th# 
time the invention was made that the controller in Shiota could be used to perform tasks 
unrelated to the interface. One would have been motivated to enable the controller to 
perform tasks unrelated to the interface in order to reduce the number of chips used in 
the assembly of the system. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Omar Abdul-Ali whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1694. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri(Alternate Fridays Off) 7:30 - 
5:00 EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Myhre can be reached on 571-270-1065. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571^-1000. 

OAA 
03/12/07 




jmes W. Myhre 
Supervisory Primary Examiner 
Lab-5 



